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As rmay well be supposed, the growing
centralization of authority did not find in
$fie districts a cheerful acquiescence.   Few
men give up voluntarily powers which they
have long wielded.    Many and bitter have
been the murmurs of successive genera-
tions of officers as they found the bonds
of  secretariat   control  steadily  tightening
round them;   and to this day in the in-
timate conversation of officials no subject
gives rise  to more  caustic  comments or
evokes more  readily the indignant  sym-
pathy of the audience.    They will never
tire of expatiating on the evils of centrali-
zation, the lessening personal influence in
their charge.    Not only do their protests
find   a   sympathetic   echo   in   the   public
press, which does not hesitate to denounce
this   development   of  the   administration,
but  even  Government itself with uncon-
scious irony asseverates from time to time
the importance of preserving unimpaired
the   authority   of  local  officers.     Never-
theless,   the   process   of   impairing   such
authority has pursued its inevitable course,
and it were vain to hope for any reaction
or ebb.